
 

 

Bunjilaka Aboriginal Cultural Centre Redevelopment  
Project update prepared by Museum Victoria June 2012 

1 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Bunjilaka Aboriginal Cultural Centre 
Major New Exhibition Project 
 
Bunjilaka at the Melbourne Museum is a living Aboriginal cultural centre that celebrates the strength and 

vitality of Koorie people in Victoria.  A major exhibition redevelopment will strengthen and revitalise 

Bunjilaka as a place to celebrate and engage with the cultures and histories of Victoria’s first people.     

 

First Peoples 
Museum Victoria is Australia’s leading museums organisation, comprising Melbourne Museum, the 

Immigration Museum, Scienceworks, Melbourne Planetarium, IMAX Melbourne Museum and the UNESCO 

World-Heritage listed Royal Exhibition Building. 

Museum Victoria undertakes strategic renewal of the exhibitions in the permanent galleries to ensure that 

content is relevant, fresh and utilises the latest in technology to create innovative experiences for our 

audiences.  

Bunjilaka Aboriginal Cultural Centre was developed in partnership with Victorian Aboriginal communities and 

the centre is uniquely placed as the only living Aboriginal Cultural Centre within a state institution in the 

country.  Since its opening in 2000, millions of people have visited Bunjilaka and experienced the history and 

vitality of Indigenous Australia.  During the decade since Bunjilaka’s opening, there have been significant 

changes in Aboriginal affairs.  In order to reflect these changes, it is vital that the exhibitions in Bunjilaka are 

renewed.   

Building on the solid foundation and collaborative spirit that Bunjilaka embodies, a new long-term exhibition, 

First Peoples, will invite visitors to connect with Victorian stories through people, culture and history.  A key 

aim of the exhibition is the provision of a greater focus on the history and people of Koorie Victoria as well as 

enhanced technology to attract audiences to experience this dynamic and living culture. The exhibition will 

contain content which challenges preconceptions, uncovers hidden histories and inspires audiences to learn 

more.  Personal and evocative stories will provide emotive experiences that engender pride in the Koorie 

community and create a deeper understanding of the Aboriginal experience for a wide audience, bringing 

contemporary relevance and access to the Museum’s outstanding collections.   

Museum Victoria seeks to achieve the following goals through the First Peoples exhibition: 

 To tell Victoria’s Aboriginal Story 

 To provide an opportunity for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students, families and adults to discover and 

understand Koorie culture, history and knowledge  

 To promote and contribute to Reconciliation by increasing awareness and understanding that Aboriginal 

people are from a unique and diverse number of cultures who are an active and vibrant part of Australia 

today, and that  

 every Victorian child will visit Bunjilaka at least once during their school years  
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Visitation Goals 
Over the past two years, Melbourne Museum has had over one-million 
visitors per annum.  Content for the First Peoples exhibition has been 
developed so that it can be displayed for the next decade.  Therefore, it 
can be expected that many millions of visitors will flow through Bunjilaka.   
 
One of the primary goals in redeveloping Bunjilaka is increasing visitation 
to the Gallery and it is our aim to have:   

 70% of visitors to Melbourne Museum visit Bunjilaka (58% in 2008)  
 15% of education bookings to Melbourne Museum visit Bunjilaka 

(10% in 2006) 

 6% of international tourists visiting City of Melbourne to visit 
Bunjilaka (4.8% in 2008) 

 

Community Engagement 
Museum Victoria is undertaking the redevelopment of Bunjilaka in 
partnership with Koorie communities.  The project has undertaken a 
significant community engagement program across regional and 
metropolitan Victoria.  In 2010, community forums were held at a number 
of venues across the State.  Towns included Geelong, Warragul, Ballarat, 
Bendigo, Horsham, Mildura, Swan Hill, Echuca, Shepparton, Wodonga and 
Melbourne.  These forums were attended by over 185 individuals who 
contributed ideas and feedback around content, storylines and 
representation of Indigenous issues in the new exhibitions.   

In 2011, the Bunjilaka Redevelopment Project established a Steering 
Committee of Elders and community members from across the state of 
Victoria and representing their communities and Traditional Owners 
groups.  The Committee has become known as the First Peoples Yulendj 
Group – ‘yulendj’ is a Kulin word for knowledge, highlighting the role the 
group has in bringing stories, culture and information into both the project 
and the Museum.  Yulendj members are an active and essential part of 
content creation and are engaged in every part of exhibition development, 
from the title of a section, to detailed knowledge of weaving techniques that 
help to identify the maker of, or region that, a basket comes from.   

Through the establishment of Yulendj, the Museum is building on and 
strengthening existing relationships with Koorie communities in Victoria 
and hopes to create a long-lasting partnership and positive change.  Once 
re-opened, Bunjilaka will continue to foster a spirit of collaboration with the 
Koorie community and provide unprecedented access to Museum 
Victoria’s rich Indigenous collections through associated online media.   

 

We never had a say before and we were ‘looking through the 
glass’, so to speak, at our own culture and objects, now it’s time to 
be a part of it. 
Aunty Dianne Kerr  

  

First Peoples Yulendj Group Workshop 
May 2012   
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Overview of the planned new exhibitions 

The redevelopment of Bunjilaka will be completed in May 2013, with the opening of the new First Peoples 

exhibition. At over 1,200 square metres, First Peoples will be divided into five sections: long-term exhibitions 

Wominjeka, Our Story, Generations and Many Nations alongside a temporary space to display travelling 

exhibitions.  There are nine-hundred objects planned for the new exhibition, most of which have never before 

been displayed.  

Wominjeka 
Wominjeka welcomes visitors to Aboriginal Victoria and to the First People exhibition, through connecting 

visitors to clan, Country, ceremony and culture.  It is the heart of the exhibition and supplies a framework for 

visitors in their understanding of Koorie people and cultures throughout First People.  Wominjeka is the Kulin 

word for ‘welcome’ and visitors will experience a sense of being welcomed to this country, here in Melbourne, 

and also to the lands and stories of the many and diverse clans across Victoria.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Story  
Our Story shares the histories and cultures of Victoria’s First People from the time of Creation to the present 

day.  Through evocative stories, multimedia and objects, visitors will be taken on a journey through time and 

place learning of the sophisticated cultures that belong to this country.   

Visitors will learn of the devastating impacts of colonisation and the resilience of Victorian Aboriginal people in 

adapting to change and maintaining identity, family, community and culture.  Our Story will also celebrate 

culture today, highlighting the rich, living and vibrant cultures of Victoria’s First People.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Note: images from the exhibition concept design are for reference/inspiration only. 

 
Note: images from the exhibition concept design are for reference/inspiration only. 
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Generations 
Generations is a dynamic, interactive space that shares the 

diversity, continuity and strength of Victoria’s First People.  

Presenting community voices and narratives, it is a space 

where audiences can connect with the Victorian Aboriginal 

community and develop an understanding of contemporary 

Koorie identity.   

Employing rich historical and contemporary photographs and 

multimedia, this is a space for audiences to explore and gain 

an understanding of First Peoples identity in Victoria.   
 

 

Many Nations 
Many Nations is a celebration of the diverse cultures of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australia.  An 

object-rich display featuring just under six-hundred artefacts, it will deepened the audience’s knowledge of the 

diversity of 250 Nations and highlight the continuity, strength and vitality of cultural practice across the 

country.  Digital labels will make deep content available on each object, providing visitors an opportunity to 

look beneath the surface and understand the complexity and sophistication of Indigenous cultures.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Note: images from the exhibition concept design are for reference/inspiration only. 
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About Museum Victoria 
Museum Victoria is Australia’s most visited and most awarded museum organisation. As a key public 

education and research institution, Museum Victoria undertakes high-quality research on historical and 

contemporary issues in the fields of science, history and technology, and Indigenous cultures.  The museum 

is custodian of a world-class collection of nearly 17 million items.   

Museum Victoria’s key aim is to connect with an increasingly diverse audience through our collection and 

associated knowledge, using innovative programs which engage and fascinate.  Through engagement with 

existing and new audiences, Museum Victoria will contribute to our communities’ understanding of the world. 

Stewardship of the collection will be undertaken in a way that ensures our inheritance is augmented and 

passed on to future generations.  Our future is as a networked museum which fosters creativity and 

excellence.   

Museum Victoria’s award-winning Exhibition Renewal Program, of which the First People’s exhibition is a part, 

also includes Wild: amazing animals in a changing world winner of the Special Award for Innovation at the 

American Association of Museums 23
rd

 Annual Excellence in Exhibitions Awards.  Furthermore, Melbourne 

Museum is the reigning Australian Tourism Award winner for best Major Attraction and in 2010–11, more than 

two million visitors experienced exhibitions at Melbourne Museum, Scienceworks and the Immigration 

Museum.     

The quality of our exhibitions are of an acknowledged international standard and the First Peoples exhibition 

will be no exception.   

 

Key Project Timings 
February 2012 Complete closure of gallery space, de-installation and demolition.  
June 2012 Commence phased exhibition build 
October 2012   100% content for phased design development and documentation 
May 2013   Completion of the Bunjilaka Redevelopment Project 
July 2013   Official launch of the new First Peoples exhibition 
 
 

 

We have been waiting so long for this story to be told with truth and respect.   
Titta Secombe 
 


